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IF there are no books in this world;' 

then nothing nfeed be said, but since^ 

there are. books, they must be read; if 

there is no.wine, then nothing need be 

said, but sinc^ there is wine, it must 

be drunk; if there are no famous hills, 

then nothing need be said> but since 

there are, they must be visited; if 

there are no flowers and no moon, the*ri 

nothing need be said, but since there 

are,they must be enjoyed; if there ire 

no talented men and beautiful wpmen, ^ 

then nothing need be said, but since ‘ 

there are, they must be ioved and ']^rO“, ■ 

tected. • , 

Chang Ch'ao.^ 

Former students passing through Chicago 
last summer called from b*Hare mth 

warm greetings and news of their exploits 
JACKIE WARNER is busy; with his varioUSf 
companies and over the phone sounds as 
enthusiastic as he always was. PEGGY 
LYMAN had just returned frcm a teaching ^ 
engagement in Lincoln, Nebraska and is 
extremely happy about being a member of,, 
the Mcirtha Graham group and is looking 
forward to their tour of the Orient. A 
surprise call from CY YOUNG who is still 
inter*^sted in writing and was to produce 
something here in Chicago. BARBARA MAC— 
FAFLANE waS ih for a few classes, dancing 
beautifully, and was on SHEILA REILLY’S 
staff at Interlochen this summer-JOHN 
SHARPE in oh his way to do his Dallas 
season aS choreographer for the Dallas, . 
Light Opera Company. He is still holding 
out in New York for that "Big Chcince^'' - 
not that he'is not always busy: - but - 
waiting for the "Big" rtioment. We were 
very happy to see JAY DEVLIN and had a 
great visit with him about his activi¬ 
ties as an actor - he seems to be a 
very successful one- He keeps in close 
contact with all the .sq alximhi in .NYiand 
was full of news. MARTHA BIRCHETT has 
now settled in San Francisco and is 


studying at the San Francisco Ballet 
School- hoping for an entry into that 
Company. Reading between the lines she 
seems none too happy because she writes - 
"There is a warmth in your school that I 
certainly haven't found here. Everyone 
seems I to be put for theinown skin." 

JACK SEIBERT has his home up for saljC 
and has gone into the restaurant business 
in Dallas, Texas - much to the amazement 
of all his friends in Chicago. .MICKEY 
KOZYRA was in for a short visit and still 
is madly stagestruck. AUDRE DECKMANN, 

.. who still is working for the steamship 
lines as entertainment director and I 
presume dancing as well. She was in with 
cousin JOAN STONE for a few Yoga classes. 
LOUIS WYKELL tells US of her work in 
the’ concert field around New York. Carol 
Fox (play.ing t^he social register for what 
it,is worth) has Maria Tallchief orgiii- 
zing a small ballet for the Opera season. 
For this midget coin£)any ANNETtE KUBAJAK, 
VANNESSA MERIA, MARK TRUDEAU and CARLTON 
SMITH from our school have been contrac¬ 
ted. It is a great pity that the Opera 
cannot have a coirpany such as the old 
Chicago Civic Opera in the past - but 
then Fox has no interest in Ballet. 

GUIIDO DI NUNZIO took a day.off frem 
the Metropolitan playing in Cleveland, 
Ohio to pay his family and us a. visit. 

He is always a joy to be with and we 
appreciate his loyalty- He tells us that 
^ILL BADOLATO will fo the choreography 
for "La Fprza Del Destine" this fall and 
that DEAN BADOLATO is dancing .in a cotn- 
■pany of "Music Man" in NeW York. WILLIAM 
REILLY has opened his school in Milwaukee 
: with-both SKEILA and SHIRLEY on his 
staff. In the town of Medford, Ontario 
JIM BADGER,has also opened her own 
school. She now seems to be a full 
fledged Canadian. KRISTYI? KOCZUR after 
her- summer theatre engagement left for 
New York to try her wings. Our othc^r 
"Gibson Girl" - LORRAINE DENHAM had a* 



good season in summer stock whidh ended 
with her doing the lead in "Gigi"- She 
will return to Chicago- early in October. 
We have the good news that STACEY RAF- 
FENSPERGER's family will soon return to 
Chicago to live. Page's Nutcracker has 
been announced and the two directors 
for the children will be- RUTH LOWE (in . 
the school back in the 40*s) and ROSE¬ 
MARY DOOLAS now a modern teacher, but 
studies in the school. At one time she 
was in SC programs. The Oral History 
Project pf the Library and Museum of the 
Pe^rfprming Arts at Lincoln Center sent 
a representative to interview both Mr. 
Stone and Mr. Camryn for their archives. 

★ * * ‘ ★ * * * 

AUGUST i!97,4 ’ ' 

As a prelude, conditions for a trip to 
Europe during August of *74 were none 
too encouraging. The IRA had bombed 
Westminster Abbey arid the Tower of Lon¬ 
don killing arid injuring many people; 
Greece and Turkey were at each other 
throats; vicious Arab terrorists had 
threatened to sink the Queen.'Elizabeth; 
and Portugal (where we alWys like to 
conclude our vacations) was in the 
throws of a revolution and with an epi¬ 
demic of cholera;' inflation was rampant 
all over Eufope - so' much worse than : 
anything we thivik we have here at home,- 
that we might as well have stayed at 
home had we not made plans to meet with 
Joan Lawson and Kirsten Ralov- 
^ Despite all we left for London August 
3rd expecting to escape children and 
stairs for at least three weeks, Tf 
anything inflation has multiplied the 
human race on the continent, whether 
because of tpo much spare time or lack 
of money to do other things with, one 
is confronted With fleets of baby buggies 
with from one to two to three babies in 
each, especially in Irelandi One has to 
beextremely agile to keep from being 
plowed undei by these-four wheeled mon¬ 
sters with pushy Mothers behind them. 

Cork was beyond belief in this respect. 

As for stairs; there were underground 
cr oyex, ground passes, subways, airports 
, Castles, towers, museums and often: Hotel 
all to contend with an adding up to ‘ ' ■ 
m^ny .more than we 'have to mount at home. 

In a short stay Of four days in Lon- 
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don much was accomplished. Oiir main pur¬ 
pose was to- come to some agreement with 
Joan Lawson of the Royal Ballet School 
to teach for us for two weeks next spring 
(March 31-April 11). We found her utter¬ 
ly charming and seemingly with the 
energy of a 747 jet. It was a meeting of 
minds, in her own words, "it was so 
quickly obvious we more or less spea^ / 
the same language." On our last evening 
we enjoyed a lovely meal and rich coriver-, 
satibn at the '*Grange" with her and * 

Mary Clarke of the Dancing Times. There 
was no dirth of topigs at that table and 
hours later We said gopd night. While in 
London we did manage to see a fair per¬ 
formance of "Coppelia" by the Festival. 
Ballet with' a new Italian Ballerina r ■ 
Elisabetta Terabust - a much better 
dancer than, but unfortunately a copy of 
Carla Fracci. We were tempted by the 
reviews (said to be a masterpiece) of 
David Storey's play "Life Class" - a 
disgraceful waste of time - shallow - 
unnecessarily vulgar and crude. Storey's 
name is highly spoken of but we left 
after the second act. Mark him off your 
list. VJe visited the Bloody Tower of 
London and heard its gory stories; We 
never miss the Victoria and Albert 
where they had a Splendid Lord Byron . 
exhibit oh artists of his acquaintance 
and time from Various countries. Kew 
Gardens is always a rare treat, here . 
nature is so embellished with artfulness 
and love as to put mankind to shame for 
all his imperfectioris. 

Our Hotel, the Richmond, in Copenhagen 
exuded welcbme and friendship. Our suite 
was complete with fresh flowers and 
every convenience. It was a stones threv; 
from Tivoli Gardens where we had our 
first dinner and many later. Thu Tivoli 
i^'truly a fabulous place of .entertain¬ 
ment that makes it difficult to believe 
that this city is the. porno capital of 
the world, Tivoli is so ^simple and 
normal with people of. all.ages haying 
furi together and With no suggestio-n of 
sex and its industry. 

Mr. Stone was confined to his room in 
Copenhagen with ^ severe sinus attack 
so did not get tC meet with Kirsten 
Raldv. i had a very pleasant tea with 
her and later a delightful lunch at her 
home with her'■ husband .- Fredbjorn Bjorn- 
sson. This too was a meeting of minds 
and we hope that’our finances will allow 





US to bring her next summer.' Ralov is the 
expert on the Bournonville style and 
method at the Royal Danish School^ When 
she danced in Chicago with the Royal: ^ ■' 
Danish she was singled out by Claudia 
Cassidy as one of their outstanding art¬ 
ists. 

One*s first impressions of this great ■ 
city is of the many copper steeples,, • 
sculpture everywhere, ships in .harbors 
and canals, beautiful Royal Copenhagen 
and Rosenthal shops, silvearware and in - 
between all the sex shops. One cw ,buy* ' 
anything literally from stuffed penguins, 
hand crafts, antiques, stylish clothing, 
leather goods and the only cheap thing-■ 
to buy is fresh flowers and they ar^'- 
tmpting. The city abounds with handsome ■ 
tow headed boys and girls; the boys tali', 
lean and aesthetic looking; the girls, 
shorter and more robust, both with ample" 
hair but cleaner and more styled them ■ 
the transient youths walking around^with 
packs on their backs. It was very easy 
to separate the Danes from the walkers. ■ 

We took the Fairy Tale tour through 
the countryside which brought us through 
Roskilde, Ringsted, Soro, Slagelse, *Ny- 
borg, Odense, Vejle, Legoland, Aarhus^ 
and Ebeltoft and back to Copenhagen in 
three days. It was a fascinating trip 
along roadsides lined with a bor4er of - 
wild flowers worthy of any garden. Among 
them were beds of bluebells, poppies,. . : 
daisies, chicory, heather and willowhcurb. 
The farms are immaculately tidy and pro*^ 
ductive with fat healthy livestock in 
every pasture. We stopped at many castles 
and had a medieval dinner in Knappoque 
Castle. The most beautiful was Egeskoy 
Castle with its extensive gardens, lakes, 
and forests about it. It is difficult;.to 
imagine anything more stunning than the 
restored "Old Town Musexim" at Aarhus 
where seme fifty 16th Century buildings 
have been placed in a tastefully Itod- 
scaped park. The forethought of one man 
and his wealth was responsible for this. 
What a nice way to dispose of one's 
wealth, creating another kind of wealth - 
a more lasting kind- At Odense, Hans 
Christian roiderson's home tovm we were 
rained out. Their worst storm in 40 yrs. 
Torrents of rain running down the streets 
over the sidewalks and into the stores. 

Actually we had rain every day on our 
trip at some part of the day- When we 
.toturned to Copenhagen for another three 
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days we were in and out of showers con¬ 
stantly. We had a great morning at their 
rlatiohal' Botanical Garden ducking under 
giant, beeches and paks between showers. 
Then oh to the Royal Museum of Fine Arts 
which had fine examples of Dutch painting, 
inciuding cranack,Rembrandt, Ruisdael, 
Vanbhek and Holbein, Most of the Danish 
painting we was ordinary. I had expected 
more from their great sculpturer, Thor¬ 
valdsen. After seeing that magnificant 
lion carved into the mountain in Lucerne 
Switzerlai^. His gallery was a bitter 
disaj>pointment. The absolute top of our 
trip sp far was a visit tb Benneweis 
Circus. It was, a joyous evening full of 
laughs. Ray Doudy, a drunk act on a 
three mfe:|:er board was - about the funniest 
man I've eyey seen. He had a priceless 
^skill"*6f doing, everything wrong, crazy 
1 and'^meirvelously exciting, he had his 
'audience in stitches continually. 

I could enlarge cn my in^pressions of 
Denmark on 'these few days but space 
limits. But I must remark on their ex- 
' quisite cemeterys which are real works 
of art. Graves lined with tiny borders 
of clipped boxwood^ flowers, crawling 
cedars and varigatod foliages artistic¬ 
ally placed with a fine gravel around 
th^ instead,grass. Each grave re¬ 
flected cdnstcint care, love and respect 
* for their dead, 

' Thanks to tho Carlsburg and Tybcr 
Brewerys who donate a percentage of their 
profits to art, the city has sculpture 
placed in every park, and street corner. 

(SOing from Denmark to Ireland was in¬ 
deed a shock. I had much, more of a lang¬ 
uage problem in both England*,and Ireland 
than in Denmark. Both places take sane 
getting used; to. I^.presume before on 
understands the dialects. The Irish 
streets are dirty and messy with beggars 
of every description in front of almost 
every building. The only one to get my 
money was a very yound boy soprano sing¬ 
ing his heart out on the "Rose of Tra 
Lee". The meat markets rather spoil one's 
apetite with the carcasses hanging in 
the windows with flies and bees having 
their fill. Irish food is not great at 
best even in the best of restaurants. 

There is a certain sameness about 
Ireland that gets monotonous, the level 
flat countryside hidden by walls and 
trees, the faces all very much alike 
and with half of the bodys encased in 



Aaron sweaters, all white* There are 
beautiful sections ;ar6und Killarney, 
the Ring of Kerry and-- Dublin where 
there are mountains-. One sees a thou¬ 
sand shades of green (never realized 
there could be so many) in the land¬ 
scape which cire hidden by those trees 
bowered roads and infernal high walls. 
What is .hi<iden behind them one never 
gets to know. Daily rain fog and cold 
made much of our trip disagreeable and 
dreadful on the sinus a*nd colds. Hald 
of the tour group had th^.' ■ 

When we arrived Dublin thih^ 
picked up when we got to see the Abbey 
Players in "King Oedipus" just before 
they were to leave for the Edinburgh ■ 
Festival. This was truly a fabulous 
evening, a perfect cast in a perfect 
play and a perfect theatre from any 
standt)pint. We had another delightful 
evening at "Twigs", four one act plays 
written by a Chicago author - George 
Forth - and the play began here in 
Chicago. Here too was a perfect cast, 
acted to the hilt in high comedy play¬ 
ing on the ordinary everyday peculiar¬ 
ities of three people; always a married 
couple with another odd ball. The Gate 
Theatre was a real .fire trap with people 
smoking in the audience;' only two ap¬ 
parent exits and what was frightening 
in Ireland was that-all door's open in. 
They would riot pass Chicago Fire LaWs. 
Disastrous theatre fires in Chicago 
changed our laws to make all doors open 
out. . , , - 

I should love pne day to return to 
Dublin but someone else can have the 
rest of Ireland-.-I. kept wishing we had 
braved the revolution- in 'Portugal. 



